DORSET & WILTSHIRE
FIRE AND RESCUE

Freedom of Information Request FOI 24 118

Details of the lease signed with The Duchy of Cornwall regarding Dorset HQ
and Dorchester Fire Station

Query:

Please provide FULL details of the lease signed with The Duchy of Cornwall
regarding Dorset HQ and Dorchester Fire Station - premium paid, lease terms,
current rent and renewal dates. Please provide the same information for the
buildings on this land

Response:

On 23 January 2009 we signed a 125-year lease with the Duchy of Cornwall for
the land on which the Fire Station and Dorchester Support Offices are located
in Poundbury, with a total premium of £612,870 paid. This premium was
ratified by the District Valuer (Valuation Office Agency) at the time. There is no
rent.

Please find attached copy of the lease agreements.

Dorset Fire Authority signed a 25 year contract using the Government's private
finance initiative (PFI) in July 2007. The joint PFI funded project, in conjunction
with Dorset Police Authority, involved the design, build, finance and operation
of four new fire and emergency service facilities on three sites in Poole and
Poundbury. The arrangement enabled Dorset Fire Authority to dispose of a
number of sites it was utilising at the time, generating rental savings. A capital
receipt in excess of the sum paid for the 125-year lease was also received for
the disposal of the old fire station site on Bridport Road. The PFI contract is
due to expire in December 2034, at which point the Fire Station and associated
buildings become the property of Dorset and Wiltshire Fire and Rescue
Service.

Please see our Statement of accounts note 21, page 78. The first table shows
the total cost of the PFl arrangement in 2024/25 to Dorset & Wiltshire FRS,
which is £2,773,000.

We also receive £1.6m per year of grant to offset some of the cost above.
(please see note 17 on page 74 of the Statement of Accounts).

Query:
Please also provide the minutes of the DFA meeting in which this was approved,
otherwise by whom was the deal authorised and when.

Response:
Please see attached extract of DFA Minutes of 18 April 2005 concerning Dorset

Fire and Rescue Service Headquarters. There is a section within this minute
(item 68) which we consider is exempt under the following exemption:
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https://www.dwfire.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/2023-24-accounts.pdf
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Section 36 2 b ii of the FOIA. Section 36 provides that information is exempt if,
in the opinion of the qualified person, release of this information would or
would be likely to inhibit the free and frank provision of advice or the free and
frank exchange of views for the purposes of deliberation.

Section 36 is a qualified exemption, which requires us to carry out a public
interest test to determine whether the public interest in maintaining the
exemption outweighs the public interest in disclosure.

Public Interest argument in favour of Disclosure

There is a general desirability that DWFRS’ activities are transparent, and we
recognise that there is a clear public interest in transparency and
accountability of public authorities. It is the intention to disclose most of the
minutes and the resolution of the discussion.

Public Interest argument against Disclosure

When minutes are recorded at Fire Authority Meetings Exempt Business items
should ensure that the members present are able to comment/discuss the
points raised without fear of reprisal.

The threat of disclosure of information from this meeting would discourage
members from having full and frank conversations in the future concerning
matters arising.

Conclusion:

The disclosure of the relevant paragraph would be likely to inhibit the free and
frank exchange of views of Members for the purposes of deliberation. It would
be likely to inhibit their ability to express themselves openly, honestly, and
completely which may in turn impair the quality of decision making. Although
the meeting was nearly 20 years ago, the Membership of the FRA has changed,
the comments made were in exempt session and the importance of Members
feeling able to openly express themselves in exempt meeting is as important
now as 20 years ago.

We conclude that the balance of the public interest lies in maintaining the
exemption and withholding this paragraph.

Information/Detail accurate on the date provided: 02, December 2024
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