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Dear Parent/Carer/Student
You may recall you/your child recently attended the ‘Safe Drive, Stay Alive’ (SDSA) Roadshow designed to educate students about their actions and possible consequences as drivers, passengers or motorcycle riders.

To further explore the road safety issues raised in the show, arrangements have been made for you/your child to attend the SDSA 360° VR follow up lesson, to be held at their school on ……..……………… at ………….
We recognise that for parents, it can be a worrying time as their children become more independent. It’s a tragic fact that young drivers are statistically very much more at risk than other road users.

· Research by the Association of British Insurers shows that teenage drivers are 10 times more likely to be killed or seriously injured while driving than motorists in their 40’s

· 1 in 5 drivers involved in a Road Traffic Collision in which people are injured are under the age of 25 and about half of all accidental deaths of children are due to Road Traffic Collisions (RTC)
· An alarming 20% of driver’s crash in their first year of driving.
We all have a responsibility to do something about this and it’s important to empower young people to make good driving choices at an early stage. For more information about how you can support yourself/your child when they are learning to drive, please read our Sway for Parents/Carers.
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  have developed a 
Virtual Reality lesson to reinforce the messages you/they learnt at the SDSA Roadshow and to facilitate positive decision making when on the road. Using VR is an extremely powerful and emotional experience, but also a fun and engaging way to instil the importance of good decision making on the road and the potential ripple effects of not driving responsibly. 

Two short Virtual Reality films, immersing the viewer from the experience of the front passenger, are played of the journey to an exciting event:

· Film 1: the poor decisions made on the journey leading up to a road traffic collision.
· Film 2: the same journey demonstrating the correct decisions made by all the vehicle occupants, resulting in the positive outcome of arriving safely at the event.
The films have been assessed by the British Board of Film Classification and have been rated 15.
If you feel that participation in the 360VR lesson may not be appropriate for you/your child for any reason, there is no need to return this form. If you/your child does take part, pastoral support will be offered by the school on the day of the lesson and you/they may choose to leave the lesson at any time.
If you/your child personally knows of somebody who has been killed or seriously injured in a Road Traffic Collision, this presentation is likely to remind you/them of the event and associated emotions. Careful consideration should be given to you/their attendance.

You/your child should not attend if there if a medical reason for not doing so e.g. Epilepsy, seizures, severe travel sickness.

Please complete the attached consent form and return it to school to enable them to take part in this session. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Yours faithfully
Dorset & Wiltshire Fire & Rescue – Road Safety Team




Please return this form to your school to enable your child to participate in in the SDSA 360° VR lesson





Student Name: …………………………………………………..





Form / Teacher: …………………………………………….…….





Date your child was scheduled to attend (as per page 1): 





…………………………………………





I give permission for my child to participate in the SDSA 360° VR lesson OR I am over 18 and would like to participate 





Parent/carer/student signature: ……………………..……            





Date: ………………….
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